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REMARKS 

Claim Rejection Pursuant of 35 U.S.C SI 12 

Applicants have amended claim J4 to address the antecedent basis issue identified by the 
Examiner. 

Claim Rejecrion Pmsuant of 35 U,S.C 6lQ3(a) 

Claims 1, 3-14, 16-17 and 19-20 were reject by the Examiner in the OfScc Action 
of August 12, 2003 as being unpatentable for obviousness over Cannon et al ( U.S. Patent No. 
6. 678, 824. hereafter *X:annon") in view of l-otvin ei al ( United States Patent No. 5, 907. 831, 
hereafter "Lotvin"). For the reasons set forth below. Applicants respectfully traverse these 
rejections. 

Summary of plainaed Invention 



The claimed invention provides a mechanism for the granting of professional continuing 
education credits in exchange for review of educational content without resorting to 
conventional testing rec^uirements. Educational data is segmented into educational units fonning 
substantially complete content and presents it as a series of self-contained topics to a user. The 
user must log in to begin review and log out upon completion- The time period between login 
and logout is recorded, A minimum and maximum time parameter in which a user is to review 
the coment in exchange for continuing educational credits is provided. The parameters combine 
with the smaller topics to require the user to actually be present at a remote terminal in order to 
compile substantial continuing educatiotwl credits. The minimum time parameter prevents a 
user from logging in and then immediately logging out in order to gain credit. The maximiun 
time parameter prevents a user from logging in and wandering off to do something else when the 
user is supposed to be reviewing the content since exceeding the time parameter disqualifies the 
user from gaining continuing education credits. Conventionally a test firom the continuing 
education authority or on its behalf had been required in order to ensure review of the material- 
The present invention avoids the need for a test on the educational coment by requiring 
applicants review the data in smaller segments that satisfy the time paran^eters. 
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The present invention additionally allows the tying of advertisement units to the 
educational units. Since the typical user wiU require multiple educational units in order to amass 
sufficient continuing education credit, the advertisers are provided with multiple opportunities to 
present advertisements to the users. The advertisements may be sequential or thematic to take 
advantage of the captive audience over a certain time period. 

Summary of Cannon fit al 

Cannon discusses an application usage time Jimiter that monitors pre-configured 
applications. The usage time limits runs as a front-end for the programs selected for monitoring 
or else nms aa a sep^raxe program interacting with the operating system to limit the usage of 
specified programs. The invention in Cannon is directed towards allocating time for a user so 
that in onjer to execute a specified program, the user must first ^>end a specified amount of time 
operating a second program- Cannon discusses the situation where the amount of time a user is 
permitted to play computer games is limited by the amount of time the user has spent using 
ediicational programs, Carmon further discusses the simation where a user is given a credit 
enabling the user to play a non-beneficial program in exchange for spending a certain minim um 
amoimt of time executing an educational program. 

Summary of Lotvin et al 

Lotvin discusses an educational system whereby parents arrange with third party 
providers to provide children with access to educatiorial and cultural infonqfxation. The 
educational and cultural data is presented to the child who reviews and re^onds to the data. 
Upon completion of the review of the data, the child is rewarded with points from the third party 
provider. The points are fimded by the parents through paymems to the third party provider and 
may be redeemed to purchase a variety of items. There is no minimum time parameter 
associated with the review of data. The terms parent and child are defined broadly so as to 
include simations where a company presenting information to an employee is included. In all 
cases, the points/rewards are funded by entities (parents/companies, etc.) associated with the 
user (child/employee, etc) reviewing the content. No mention is made of granting continuing 
education credit in exchange for the content review. 
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Argument 

The combination of Cannon in view of Lorvin foils to 4i8close all of the elements of 
AppUcants claims. The claimed invention is designed to allow the cotlferral of continuinp 
education credit to a user for taking parr in remote distance learning. The continuing education 
cxedil is cotifeired by a professional accrediting authority . Each of the indepoident claims 1, 7, 
and 14, include these two limitations. The other independent claim, claim 20, includes the 
contintung education credit limitation without specifying the source of the credit. Lotvin does 
not teach or suggest the conferral of contimung education credit by a professional accrediting 
authority- The Examiner has su^ested that the limitations are taught or suggested by Cannon, 
For the reasons set forth below. Applicants respectfully disagree. 

Camion disctisses the cottferral of a credit to a user who executes a 
beneftcial/edticatlonal program which may be redeemed to allow the user to mn a non-beneficial 
program/game (see coL 4, lines 38-42 in Cannon as cited by the Examiner). The credit is not a 
continuing education credit but rather a credit that allows the user to play a non-beneficial 
program/game. There is also no suggestion or teaching that the credit is conferred by a 
professional crediting authority. Since the credit is redeemed by th^ user to run non-beneficial 
programs as discussed throughout Caimon, it makes no sense to read the "^professional crediting 
authority" limitation into Cannon. As explained in the Backgroimd of Applicant's speciftcaticm, 
certain professions have mandatory continuing education requirements for their members, and 
compUance entities to make stjre that the requirements are fulfilled (see page I, lines 20-22). 
The conferral of the continuing education credit is most definitely not aimed at allowing ^ user 
to play a game. Since the combination of references fails to include all of the elements of 
independent claims 1. 7, 14 and 20, Applicants respectJUlly request the withdrawal of the 
rejections and the allowance of claims 1. 3-14, 16-17 and 19-20. 

Claim 18 was rejected by the Examiner in the Office Action of August 12, 2003 as being 
tmpatentable for obviousness over Cannon in view of I-otvin in fuither view of Sonneofeld 
(United Slates Patent No. 6, 1 12,049, hereafter ^^Sonnenfeld")* Sonnenfeld was cited by the 
Examiner as teaching the use of hyperlinks with educational content. Sonnenfeld does not 
however, teach or suggest the conferral of continuing education credit conferred by a 
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professional accrediting authority as required by the underlying independent claim 14, As set 
forth above, neither Cannon nor Lorvin includes the required elements either. Accordingly, 
since the combination of references fails to teach or suggest all of the Unaitations of the 
independent claim 14 upon which claim 18 is dependent, the Applicants request the rejection 
directed to claim 18 be withdrawn aiui respectfitUy suggests that claim 1 8 is now in condition 
for allowance. 
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Conclusioa 

In view qf the above, each of the presently pemUng claims in this application is 
believed to be m immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is respectftOly 
requested to pass this application U> issue. 

Applicant believes a two month extension fee in the amount of $215.00 is due in 
connection with this response. Please charge our Deposit Account No. 12-0080, under Order No, 
SCW-003RCE ftom which the undersigned is authorized to draw. 

Dated: October 5> 2004 Respecifull^subroitted, 

Bv yrryv /■ 



Jobi^, Curran 
KegistrationNo.: 50.445 
LAHIVE & COCKFIELD, LLP 
28 State Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02109 
(617) 227-7400 
(617) 742^214 (Fax) 
Attorney/ Agent For Applicant 
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